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Hi Bev,

Please find attached the revised version with more background about the working group charter.

Nikki

Nikki Moore

Acting Deputy Assistant Director, National Conservation Lands and Community Partnerships

Bureau of Land Management, Washington D.C.

202.219-3180 (office)

202.288.9114 (cell)

On Fri, Mar 10, 2017 at 1:09 PM, Winston, Beverly <bwinston@blm.gov> wrote:

Nikki,

I talked with Lara and Shannon about the approach and they agreed we need a little more

structure around this for Marshall.

I took a quick stab at plugging the info you sent into the briefing memo format, but it would

use a little more detail about the management at Tent Rocks.

Sorry for the delay in getting to this.

Bev

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Nikki Moore <nmoore@blm.gov>

Date: Mon, Mar 6, 2017 at 7:34 PM

Subject: Update on meetings between BLM and Pueblo de Cochiti

To: ledouglas@blm.gov, bwinston@blm.gov

Cc: cmcalear@blm.gov, aseidlitz@blm.gov

Hi Lara/Bev,

This is the information Marshall had requested regarding a status update on formal working

group meetings between the BLM and Pueblo de Cochiti, and provided by New Mexico

BLM. They've also provided an example of what past meeting minutes looked like from 2012

(attached). They are pretty dated so Marshall may want more recent minutes from 2015,

closer to when  the last meetings of this type occurred; but it gives him an idea of what's

covered. Please let me know if this is ok to pass on to Marshall.
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Update on the meetings with the Pueblo for the Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks NM:

Since 2015, quarterly meetings were suspended in order that the BLM and the Pueblo de

Cochiti could regroup and revamp processes. After several discussions on the Cochiti fee

agreement and other issues of concern to both parties, the BLM is working to forge a new

agreement with the Cochiti that will better address some of their concerns for closer day-to-

day cooperation in the workings of the monument.

Since the suspension of the quarterly meetings, there have been ad hoc working meetings (no

minutes avaiable) to work on critical issues that pertain to the day-to-day workings of the

National Monument. There have been meetings to hire for vacant positions to bring on

Cochiti members, water wells to provide potable water, and possible introduction of

ceremonial and equestrian trails. New Mexico BLM can provide a more in-depth briefing

paper on any of these topics.

Currently, there are no regularly occurring formal meetings taking place between the BLM and

Cochiti Pueblo, since both BLM and the Pueblo are in a transition period. There is a new

Cochiti governor and he is asking for BLM to move forward with hiring a monument

manager (that will cover both the Monument and Conservation Area) and the Pueblo will

have some limited input during our hiring process.

Attached is a document that gives the minutes of a previous Working Group meeting with the

Pueblo de Cochiti.

--

Bev Winston

Bureau of Land Management | Public Affairs

202-912-7239 | bwinston@blm.gov

--

Bev Winston

Bureau of Land Management | Public Affairs

202-912-7239 | bwinston@blm.gov
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INFORMATION/BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE:   March 21, 2017

 

FROM: Nikki Moore, Acting Deputy Assistant Director, National Conservation Lands

and Community Partnerships

 

SUBJECT: Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument Cooperative Management with

the Pueblo de Cochiti

 

The purpose of this memo is to provide information about Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National

Monument’s management in cooperation with the Pueblo de Cochiti.  Until the Bears Ears
National Monument was designated, this is one of the few National Conservation Lands units

where cooperative management with a tribal nation is required by the proclamation or

Congressional action.

 

BACKGROUND

 

The 4,645-acre Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument, located in the Pajarito Plateau of

north-central New Mexico, was established on January 17, 2001.  The complex landscape and

spectacular geologic scenery of the monument has been a focal point for visitors for centuries.

Human settlement is believed to have begun in the monument as a series of campsites during the

Archaic period. During the fifteenth century, several large ancestral pueblos were established in

the area. Their descendants, the Pueblo de Cochiti, still inhabit the surrounding area.

 

The principle partnership at the National Monument is with the Pueblo de Cochiti, a Native

American Tribe that shares a boundary with the monument. The relationship was established by

Presidential Proclamation 7394 which states: “The Secretary of the Interior shall manage the

monument through the Bureau of Land Management, pursuant to applicable legal authorities and

in close cooperation with the Pueblo de Cochiti, to implement the purposes of this

proclamation.”

 

DISCUSSION

 

As a result of the BLM’s 2008 Resource Management Plan, the BLM and the Pueblo de Cochiti

established a Working Group Charter in April of 2009. The Charter serves as an advisory

committee to the BLM’s Albuquerque District Manager, the Rio Puerco Field Manager and the

Governor of Pueblo de Cochiti. The Charter’s primary purpose  identify and discuss issues of

concern to the Monument and the Pueblo, and strive to conserve, protect, and restore monument

resources, objects, and values; while maintaining efficient operations and sound business

practices. This collaboration has helped ensure that objectives in the monument plan are met and

that the BLM and the Pueblo’s concerns have been identified and addressed.

 

In 2000, an Inter-Governmental Cooperative Agreement was signed between the U.S.

Department of Interior (USDI), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and Pueblo de Cochiti
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(Pueblo) to cooperatively manage Federal and Pueblo lands within and adjacent to the area

known as Tent Rocks, New Mexico. The agreement called for annual meetings and for joint

programs related to natural resource management, land tenure adjustments and land use planning

to be designed to enhance the values associated with the area. 

 

In 2014, a new, revised agreement was signed to enter into a partnership with the Pueblo to

cooperatively manage the monument’s Fee Share Program.
 

In 2015, quarterly meetings were temporarily suspended so that the BLM and Pueblo de Cochiti

could regroup and revamp their collaborative management processes. Following several

discussions regarding the fee agreement and other issues of concern to both parties, the BLM is

working to forge a new agreement with the Pueblo that will better address their concerns for

closer day-to-day cooperation of monument operations. 

 

Since the temporary suspension of the quarterly meetings, there have been ad hoc working

meetings (no minutes available) to work on critical issues that pertain to the day-to-day workings

of the National Monument. There have been meetings regarding filling vacant positions with

Cochiti members, water wells to provide potable water, and possible introduction of ceremonial

and equestrian trails. New Mexico BLM can provide a more in-depth briefing paper on any of

these topics. 

 

Currently, there are no regularly occurring formal meetings taking place between the BLM and

Pueblo, since both BLM and the Pueblo are in a transition period. There is a new Cochiti

governor and he has requested the BLM move forward with hiring a monument manager (that

will cover both the Monument and another BLM National Conservation Area within New

Mexico); and the Pueblo have some limited input during the hiring process. 

ATTACHMENTS

 

Attachment 1 are minutes from a previous Working Group meeting (September 28, 2012) with

the Pueblo de Cochiti.
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